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BASIS FOR NOMINATION OF 
JIM HENTHORN 

          June 2022 

It is our honor to nominate Jim Henthorn. We believe that Jim’s prior 
accomplishments and his current contributions to the game of volleyball merit his 
being elected into the CVOA Hall of Fame. 

Jim has had an illustrious volleyball career that has spanned six decades (from the 
late 70’s to present), first as a player and coach and then as an official. 
 
Jim’s officiating career actually began in the late 1970’s while he was a player in 
the USVBA (the pre-cursor of USAV), where matches were self-officiated. Before 
totally transitioning to the officiating side of volleyball, Jim coached at the high 
school level for more than 20 years with positions at Ranum High School, Alameda 
HS, and Ralston Valley HS. 
 
Jim’s more formal officiating training began with USAV in the late 90’s. Jim 
attained his USAV Regional Official Certification in 2001, his USAV Junior National 
Official Certification in 2008, and his PAVO certification in 2009. In 2012 Jim was 
appointed the Junior Referee Chair on the RMR Board of Directors. As a result of a 
restructuring of the RMR Board, Jim is currently the RMR Officials Chair and the 
RMR Board President. 
 
Jim has been a CVOA member since 2004. This was shortly after his retirement 
from a career in teaching and after his eldest daughter’s graduation from college 
playing volleyball for the University of San Francisco. 
 
Since joining CVOA, Jim has held several positions within our organization. Jim 
was the Director of Training in 2010-2011 and has been an Area 1 (Denver) 
Director since 2018. He has also been selected to State more than a dozen times 
and has been involved in several State finals in one officiating capacity or another. 
 
As you would expect from someone who spent a career as a teacher, Jim brought 
that experience and passion to our organization. As Director of Training, Jim 
recognized that there were many commonalities among the various officials’ 
organizations. He was determined to share the best practices and techniques 
from the USA Volleyball and NCAA realms with the members of CVOA. 
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As an Area Director, Jim’s primary focus has been education, the training of new 
officials and the mentoring of both new and veteran officials alike. Jim has always 
been willing to provide both compliments and critiques for anyone soliciting his 
feedback, always in an effort to help the individual strive to become a better 
official. Realizing that different people learn in different ways, Jim brought some 
new ideas to the diverse group of officials within Area 1. For example, one 
interesting and novel approach Jim introduced was to hold a study session at a 
weekend tournament. The officials would first meet with Jim to discuss 
techniques that they would try and apply during their matches. After the 
matches, each official would write a paragraph or two about their experience of 
applying the information presented at the pre-tournament session. This proved to 
be a very successful alternative to the classroom approach. 
 
Jim is a consummate official and is highly respected amongst his peers, and we 
would appreciate your support in electing Jim Henthorn to the CVOA Hall of 
Fame. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Tom Olnowich and Larry Ruane 
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ADDITIONAL PERSONAL NOTES 

 

One of my earliest recollections of Jim was at a South Bridge (the pre-cursor of No-
Limits) volleyball tournament. For those unfamiliar with this non-profit organization, it 
was founded by a group of volleyball players with the primary purpose of exposing 
youth to the game of volleyball whom would otherwise not have the means or 
opportunity necessary to do so. 

Officiating at these tournaments was done either voluntarily or for minimal pay. Usually, 
the officials working these tournaments were less skilled, like myself, looking to get 
some work in (outside of high school or club) to better ourselves. And I remember 
thinking to myself at that time how unusual it was to see someone of Jim’s caliber 
working the tournament. As I got to know Jim better, especially working with Jim as an 
Area Director, I realized that he was at those tournaments primarily to support the 
players and to help the officials that were present. 

I believe this is the essence of Jim … always the consummate teacher trying to help 
nourish and cultivate anyone seeking to be a better official. I personally consider myself 
fortunate for both Jim’s friendship and continued mentoring, without which I would not 
be nearly the official I am today. 

For these reasons in addition to his contributions to volleyball in general and CVOA in 
particular, please join me in electing Jim to the CVOA Hall of Fame. 

Tom 

 

 

Jim has been involved in volleyball in every possible way that I can think of for a very 
long time. He knows the game, as I’ve come to understand by his gradually becoming a 
mentor and friend to me. I’ve been surprised by the many detailed insights and 
observations I’ve learned from him, such as where to look when calling for serve. Most 
people never think about such details. Jim has and does. 

The first time we worked a varsity match together was at Elizabeth HS around 2006. It 
was one of my earliest R1 varsity matches. I was aware that I didn’t do a good job. After 
the match, since I didn’t know Jim well at the time but knowing he was far more 
experienced, I braced myself for a torrent of corrections that I surely deserved. Instead, 
as we walked out to the parking lot, he gave me a few of the most important things to 
work on, framed as suggestions, and encouraged me to an extent that really surprised 
me, and, honestly, helped keep me from giving up. I knew at that moment that Jim was 
one of those rare gems one hopes to encounter in any endeavor that can be frustrating 
and difficult to learn: someone who is kind, approachable, humble, and knowledgeable. 

Please support Jim’s entry into the CVOA Hall of Fame. 

Larry 


