
To use line judge flags or not during COVID times, that is the question of the day. 
 
A concern was raised with the CVOA Executive Committee on whether or not we are supposed to use or 
provide line judge flags this year. Some feel sharing their personal line judge flags with school provided 
lines judges puts them at risk for transmission of COVID. 
  
Here is the answer, please follow up with your area director if you need more clarification. 
  
The NFHS rule code does not specify who will provide the line judge flags. Will that be the school or the 
official(s)?  
  
Rule 5-1-1 Note: Line judges unless determined otherwise by state association adoption will be provided 
by the host school. 
 

The state association has not adopted the policy that the line judges will be provide by CVOA. 
CVOA at times does provide line judges when requested by a school/league/state association.  

  
Rule 5-9-4 Flags shall be used by line judges for signals, unless determined by the state association to 
use hand signals. 
 

The state association has adopted the use of flags when flags are made available by ether the 
host school or CVOA official. 

  
Rule 5-3 Officials uniform and equipment. 
 

This rule does not list line judge flags as part of their equipment to have/carry/provide. 
  
Now back to the question, “Who provides the line judge flags?” 
  
There is a good rationale that if the school provides the line judges per NFHS rule that they will provide 
the line judge flags as well. 
 
Same as if CVOA provides the line judges, the line judges will make it part of their equipment when 
working as a line judge. 
  
CVOA officials per NFHS rule are not required to bring line judge flags for the school to use for the line 
judges they are providing. 
  
If a referee so wishes, they may share their own personal set of line judge flags with the school provided 
line judges, and that official will be responsible for care and maintenance (cleaning) of those flags. But the 
official is not required to bring or share their own personal line judge flags. 
  
If the school provides the line judge flags, the school will be responsible for the care and maintenance 
(cleaning) of the line judge flags. 
 
Have a great week on the court. 
 
CVOA Executive Committee 
  


